
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-074

WASTE DISCHARGE RmJ.[REMENTS FOR:

CHEMICAL AND PIGMENT COMPANY
PITI'SBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

'Ihe california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, hereinafter called the Board, finds that:

1. 'Ihe Chemical and Pigment Company, hereinafter called the discharger,
manufactures chemical products for agricultural fertilizers and soil
amendments. 'Ihe products consist primarily of zinc based compounds
with sulfate, iron sulfate, and annnonium.

2. 'Ihe plant site is located in Pittsbul:g at 600 Nichols Road. An unnamed
ditch adjacent to the west side of the site drains to suisun Bay.
Groundwater is generally encountered between 20 and 45 feet below ground
surface. 'Ihe site consists of clayey soils with lenses and beds of fine
grained silty and clayey sands.

3. Stonnwater runoff, boiler blowdown, water softener solution,
sodium hydroxide solution, and process drippings are discharged to a
surface impoundment on the plant site as shown on Attachment A. 'Ihe
water in the impoundment is recycled back into process. Sludges in the
impoundment are occasionally excavated and stored onsite in bunkers for
eventual recycling back into the process. 'Ihe bunkers are also used to
store raw materials, and intermediate process materials.

4. 'Ihe portion of the plant site south of the process area has elevated
levels of zinc in the soil. 'Ihe source of the zinc is from zinc
chloride sprayed on the area by the discharger as a weed killer. Also,
the discharger stored tank bottom sludges sometime in 1963 or 1964 on a
small portion of this area during a tenq::>orary plant upset. 'Ihis slUdge
material has been removed and returned to the process. 'Ihis portion of
the plant site is listed on the Expenditure Plan for the Hazardous
Substance Cleanup Bond Act of 1984. The discharger was ordered by the
Contra Costa County Health Services Department in october of 1985 to
characterize and conduct any cleanup actions necessary for this area.
'Ihe discharger has submitted a proposal for the characterization which is
currently being reviewed by the County. storm runoff from this area
drains to an unnamed ditch adjacent to the west side of the discharger's
property.

5. 'Ihe requirements of Order No. 80-38, adopted on August 5, 1980, govern
the discharge to the surface impoundment.

S. 'Ihe discharger is exempt from the regulations contained in Title 23,
Chapter 3, Subchapter 15 (Subchapter 15) of the california
\dministrative COde for the surface impoundment and the storage bunkers
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